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About the poetry of Ali Abdolrezael

Ali Abdolrezaei is one of the most acclaimed poets of post
Revolutionary Iran. His poems exert great influence on
many younger poets. He managed to get published seven
volumes of his work inside Iran. His last volume of
poems, published on the internet, makes a poetic as well
as a literary watershed. With an additional volume of
poetry awaiting publication, he is the most controversial
Iranian literary figure both inside and outside the country.

Ali’s poetry breaks away with the traditional Persian poetic
language alongside the traditional concepts of the heavy-
weight Persian poets.

Certainly, poetry is essentially a private art form. Ali’s
description of human hardship and suffering are not those
of a man who can look at misery from a distance. The
poets of his generation have an altogether sharper and
more painful view of the suffering caused by a totalitarian
regime seizing power in the wake of the Revolution.
Among the poets of this time, there exists a sense of
hopelessness in the face of world/ national events which
they feel powerless to change or influence.
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Ali represents a group of poets who turned away from the
legacy of Modern Persian poetry. They have relinquished
the idea that the aim of poetry should be to express high
emotion and the deepest feelings and forces of nature.
Their subjects tend to be smaller and their language more
colloquial with a sense that reality is also interwoven into
the text.

Ali Abdolrezaei’s voice as a poet is clear and unmistakable;
his style and subjects are completely his own. Ironically
enough, his strongest poems are often those which
describe personal experiences rather than world events.
He sees changes in the forms and subjects of literature as a
way of helping political and social change. This aspiration
to change is reflected in the language of his poetry as well
as the events it describes.

Early on in his career as a poet, Ali embarked upon a
journey to find a language which could form the structure
of his work. His language has great life and energy; it does
not look back to the archaically traditions of poetry/
writing. He gives the feeling that language has been forced
into new forms to communicate new experiences.

Further more, Ali does not use traditional forms of rhyme
and rhythm. His style depends on the counting of syllables
and the sound-patters of the words, in a way which
reflects the patterns of Old Persian poetry. Ali avoids
adhering to great themes and grand language. His
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lengthy poems, in particular, are highly complex and often
bring together a group of characters different in kind and
time.

A guide is required to travel into his novel terrain which
has all the semblance of the old, and yet is new. It is
precisely this novelty clothed in the familiar that puzzles
but also reinforces the reader’s desire to explore further
into the twilight zone. There are buried layer upon layer of
literary metaphors in his poetry. Ali’s protagonists are
engaged with daily life and plainer language is used. Many
of his poems have as their central subject the problematic
relationship between the two sexes in that gender divisions
are the result of culture rather

than biology. They reflect the power relationships of
society in such a way as to reject the notion of “human
nature “.

Ali Abdolrezaei’s latest themes become more universal
and philosophical; his main subject is the problematic
nature of language, knowledge and subjectivity. This is a
language that speaks in itself and not through something
outside of itself; image and language are inseparably made
into oneness. He draws on a stylistic fusion of the two
discourses that had for many years been deemed separate.
Ali’s poetic language also reflects a series of philosophical
preoccupations. That is to say; the language of
referentiality; the relation between sign and thing is denied.
No singular construction of meaning is actually created
through his poetic linguistic behaviour.
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What is characteristic of Ali’s poetry is the intelligibility of
the unknown whose existence is tightly implicated into the
known. Knowledge and subjectivity co-exist in the reality
of language where knowing is coupled with not-knowing
and being with not-being. It is in this sense that his poetry
demonstrates the simultaneous occurrence of linguistic
flow and ambiguous meaning-making activities. Ali’s is a
language that speaks the impossibility of expression and,
in so doing, exists in the space of its own negativity.

Ali Abdolrezaei’s poetry revolves around a wide range of
subjects. In his war poems, the misery of war and natural
disasters take centre stage. These poems of fine qualities
are against the futility of war and against the senior
officers who avoid realising the death and destruction that
their orders will cause to the men they command. Death
and sorrow are intertwined into wider social problems.

In poems written in exile, the poet finds a basis of faith in
memorties of childhood, before the business of the wotld
has surpassed the magic realm of being. Here he
remembers the themes and stories of his early life.
Nothing can be heard besides the voice of the protagonist
whose floating thoughts are searching for a new semiotic
system of meanings. Whilst playing with verse, Ali
recognises that he was attracted by their appearance and
not by what they claim to be their true substance.

Here such poems communicate a strong sense of vainness
and loneliness. They do not suggest that life is a bitter
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tragedy. Quite the contrary, they show great drive in
intervention on the one hand and acceptance, i.e. going
with the flow, on the other hand. Much of his anger in
these poems is directed against the pointlessness of
adherence to an ideal type.

They illustrate the urge to engage with the ambiguity as
part of the creativity nature of poetry. The circular
movement of life is reflected in his exilic poetry. There
exists an expression of the idea that, as well as going to a
life without end, we come from another life.

Hotel as a metaphor is used to depict life in exile. The
setting as an enclosed space circumscribes the narrative at
an undefined location and undefined time. The hotel is the
quintessential example of the exilic experience: solitary and
mysterious.

Ali’s latest poetry contains tricks of style and unusual
images to depict the melancholia. Temporality appears to
take centre stage in these. The greatness of the work is not
in the thought or story it conveys, but in the music of the
verse and the magical atmosphere it creates. All this is
described in ordinary words which produce a strange and
magical picture.

He demonstrates the full swing away from the formal
classical style of verse writing. Ali’s difficult style is the
result of his unusual knowledge of words and bold ways of
building sentences.
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The hyper reality of the “Sausage”

Let’s read the poem first before any analyses:

Sausage

By Ali Abdolrezaei
Translated by Abol Froushan

Her hands that were in the photograph I held with
both hands

When she got up she didn’t say thank you

May I walk with you?

Didn’t say no

I hold her hands
we walk a picture
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The one they hid in your eyes
the more I look the less I find
by the way aren’t you wed?

didn’t say
won’t your
Didn’t say nol
We wed!

Days were passing as the wind

and nights were no longer than seconds

we were two lonely photos

that the world wanted to expel from the album
Expelled! Don’t believe it?!

Tonight when we’re sleeping obverse in another
photo

pay that album a visit

open the frig door in that shot and help yourself
to whatever

sorry! we only have sausagel
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As we read the poem, we can imagine the plot unfolding
before our very eyes. The reader can easily create the
scenes in their mind. If you read with performance in
mind, you are more likely to appreciate the poet’s
intentions and skills.
Throughout the poem, the main character speaks his
thoughts to the reader in a soliloquy and that in turn
colours our perception of the narrative. The information
disseminated, while intriguing sympathy, enables us to
create a unified perception of the case. Towards the end,
we are left to think about the social context of the poem
and about how it fits into the literary tradition.

The narrative is in verse with strong sound-pattern
rhythms of the words. The first two syllables “Her hands”
is stressed and gives a heavy significance to the opening.
The syntax of the first line, ambiguously, connotates love
at first sight with whom the protagonist had once
encountered in a picture. The assertion “both hands” at
the end of the first line focuses our imagination on the
support provided by the protagonist to the beloved at a
time of difficulty:

“When she got up she didn’t say thank you”

The numerous uses of the singular syllable “hands” create
a unified impression of intimacy between the two
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characters. At the peak of such implication, all of a sudden
we realise that the story is occurring in the virtual space of
an album:

“We were two lonely photos”

With such a shift in realisation, comes the idea about the
nature of mediation and the subjectivity of the human
agency as the source upon which relationships in modern
societies arise. The poem challenges the rational subject of
its privileged access to truth.
The poem implicitly questions the validity of objectivity as
to whether any reality there exists outside of our own
minds. The protagonist’s perceptions of events and
relations are figments of his imagination in that he is the
originator of his own perceived reality:

“Don’t believe it?!”

The events throughout the poem are presented in a
chronological order and propagate a notion that the two
characters were actually living together up to the
flashpoint of the death:

“We wed... Tonight...we’re sleeping obverse in another

photo”

But such account may not be the case: the physical
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relationship did not occur. Reality or delusion, this is the
question the poem is concerned with.

In the final episode, the protagonist shows off his
contentment by saying that he and his beloved partner as
two lonely pictures ran their scheduled showdown. We
learn from the last snapshot that the deceased protagonist
was lying this time round obverse in a photo. To the
confused reader, the sausage appearing in one of the
pictures of the album is offered as a means for celebration
of life of the passed away regardless of actual or virtual

death:
“Open the frig door in that shot and help yourself”

The sausage as the only edible item in the fridge may
idiosyncratically be assumed in existence:

“Sorry we only got sausage!”

The protagonist creates an imagined reality within which a
relationship with his invented persona, originating from a
photograph, takes effect.

However, his life in virtual reality might be considered by
materialists and objectivists alike as delusional. But as a
matter of fact, we each create our own personal reality.
This paradigm may be related to the Buddhist concept of
emptiness or Shunyata.
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The poem raises a profound philosophical question “What
is real?” It contemplates on the idea of there being
different realities for different people. The poem gives a
practical answer: when people think something is true, it
takes on a life of its own.

As for the present age, the simulated copy has superseded
the original. That is to say, the real object has been effaced
by the signs of its existence. The notion of reality has been
complicated by the profusion of its images. So, one may
conclude that the reality no longer exists. In the case
portrayed in the poem, one may opt for a denial of the
physical occurrence of any event.

The meaning and the cadence of the text offers a
challenging perspective on the human condition.
Baudrillard called this phenomenon as one of “hyper
reality”. Hyper reality is significant as a paradigm to
explain the inability of consciousness to distinguish
between reality and fantasy, especially in high
technological societies.

Here the reader is made aware of the nature of human life
rather than just pure concern with the aesthetic in a poem.
Although the aesthetic reaches readers on the surface
level, but its intellectuality goes further onto a revelation
level. That’s where its substance lies.
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Long Live War

A poem by: Ali Abdolrezaei
Translated by: Mansor Pooyan

Let it be:
everything in our home is now yours
except whoever is outside the front door
agreed?
She agreed and a smile crept across her lips.
I realised:
the place where a kissing lip is in short supply
would be like a rooftop-edge
working favourably only for Venus.
That night the smoke's share
from my lips given to the cigarette
were nothing other than swirls.

My hands on my head were thinking,
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reminiscing about that shell-hit day
and the companions
who have left me behind.
The frontiers continued
as long as there was any chance of martyrdom
During offences, they flocked in
like stock doves.
A battalion of commanders and jihaddies
and the rest, martyrs.
After the battlefield sacrifices, the armed militias
were promoted as army officers.
The pilgrims of Karbela left the path
and became nouveau riche Tehranis.
Whether you like it or not
they were the squatters like the cuckoo
snatching their rich pickings
from abandoned dwellings.
Wherever there is a mirror

we are carried away by it for too long.
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While our enemies are inside the house
we are outside the doot.

We clenched and raised our fists
on lowering them, our backs gave in.

Down with...we said and then distanced ourselves
from the stance.

They closed the roads

we ran away through hills and valleys

The mountain took off the snow-cap

yet did not get wet.
Time passed through a winter episode

yet our conditions did not improve.
Pitfalls and traps did not open our eyes

we did not put on our shoes

stepping onto a new path.

We didn't set foot outdoors braving the elements

not did we dare to set fire



Obsr spate

to the shores of this wasteland.

The wave knew that it was trapped

in the margin of the sea.
The wave knew

it could not be content on the shore.
The wave became “wavy™ (1)

and died on the shore.

Plunging deep into the sea
naturally carries the danger of being drowned.
When you lose a tight rein on a task

a serpent may nest in your sleeves.

For such a long time, we chanted:

"No West. No East"




Obgr Hpate

"Long Live War..."
"Down With..." (whoever is other than us)

"Down With material life".

(we deserve what we are worthy of).

Given the free rein to ...whatever

I doubt if common sense will prevail.
This door, closed to me, is the only door open
I have reached a state of existence in which

I am non-existent
Although I've spread everywhere

I am just a drop

fallen in my own vein.

It is said: once upon a time

There was no one even God.
Under this azure dome

there were only

my wife and my dove;
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had it flown away
would have landed
on the neighbout's rooftop
out there.
Here I am far away from myself
and my wife, from both.
Around my head
except me
my dove
sheltering all the rooftops of the world
It was not
on
going for a census in a city where
from its girls
not even one

was to be mine.

It was not justifiable!
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Ali and his rival Amroaas were both at the battlefield
I am Amroaas the sweetheart of all Tehran's girls
My embrace is still a wise hotel in which

one night stands are free of charge

travel:
There is a room in this house
that has a single bed
But other rooms have several.
I am not a lover who has fought
with: with those I have slept
and having said nothing
I carry on my solitude for the Earth
who is said to be a woman
I have kept my beauty firmly intact in the mirror
hoping to come in slowly little by little

I have buried within myself the beloved venerable lady
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and my honourable soldier behind the front line:

Hello!
hello!
this is Ali!
hello!
alo!

::boom:::!

Alo, alo! was heard aloud from different wires
and the devil ran at the tip of my pen

then: in the sounds from the depth of the alley
tanks were passing that night

The cars, passengerless, were going solo

I am proceeding aimlessly!

I've left loose- half way through-
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the task of buttoning up
loneliness is the state I am in
I am rehearsing my voice
whispering for a woman

who is about to ring:

I give her a greeting and she doesn't wave a hand
I am a lover but as far as the eye can see

there are perverts.

Many memories did not travel with me.
...My wife...?
I washed my hands of my wife

my mother also passed away
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And what remains at hand
1s me yet in existence
swollen like Sundays.
For one as out-stormed as |
wings are indeed the bloodline
They have given me a small wing.
I cannot become
unsatistied — I am.
I know perfectly by heart what needs to be done
I retuned to finalise my fear
You finish it off
a combatant
who remained fragmented
among the mortar's shell fragments.
Your eyes in the photograph
we had taken at the river embankment
- -fighting against the flow
were shown sunk.

Whenever I look at these pictures
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I become the contrary
I mean it
And I hate the woman

whose lips whispered at ease into my ears:

::kiss:: I love you so much.

Hey "Wavy"
I am left floating in my own insane eyes
Fearing the gradually growing city
the rural land is fleeing
For survival, "Wavy" took refuge behind a mountain
like the moon
Nobody was with me
nobody was there to accompany me
One was with him
though remote

She became a whore in an alley upon whose lips
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laughter was murdered

she went missing...eventually.

I am going,

going to buy a spouse for my empty bed

Me! An Armenian wouldn't give a daughter
To someone outside my clan “Shamlou’(2)

one who may inflict suffering on my poor child

Close to a shell thrust from its cartridge
I was blown out of the window
Next to a riverside akin to a fish:
having been brought by a wave
to the river Karoon's embankment,
I have tried to re-vitalise myself

I washed the woman off

YA
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as a hand might scrub the oily dirt off the body
The wave was far away, neither coming nor going
and the skeletons away from the harbour
were shouting that I am now a "Wavy'.
They are yelling that I am a lunatic
I am not denying that
I guess I am!
I have no other choice
but to stroll in the middle of myself like a street
It is not the night
No-one, no no-one!

Nobody there.

Taller than him
his song was climbing the wall
fell over the other side
the north of this map

he landed there-plop!
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Beyond the gate of his lips
the way to the city "Wailing " (3)
separating from the road "Fooman™ - "Rasht’

passing by weeping

Go on! go on! leave me
what would you do though with my groaning
what would you do with my torn apart heart
Assuming you could tear apart
the photographs and letters
what would you do with the trails

of my kisses on your cheek (4)

Would you mind lowering the volume sir...!

The driver reversed away

Yy
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trom the black and white photograph
When he returned from the war
He found it coloured
How hard and fast he ran
to escape his memories
to no avail!
He prised the car off the road's body
Out of the alley
Into the twisting bends of the arms

And let it freewheel aimlessly.

My Lord what is wrong with me

like people, my words are all short
I am fretting

my fingers were hurtled into the battlefield
I am in a hurry

I don't know why...

It was my wrong doing



Obgr Hpate

I tingered the sky....for no reason
Despite so many stars out there
None of them belong to me.
And life is still going on in spite of
the chemical pollution.
For what?
that may serve me, the "Wavy", right
I had a good voice...but I didn't sing
I was full of spiritual beliefs
but I no longer have such faith.
Wandering about
I am searching to find myself.
has anybody seen traces of it?
The earth is still waiting for me
to fill in the empty ditch
left from the war.
How could I open the windows
which are gone with the wind?

The street has forgotten the night

. @ g“

ARA
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up to the last lamp-post.
People look at my empty folded trouser leg
as if from a watchtower

scrutinising my abnormality.

Alo!
dovel!
alo!
Go forward on seventy knots
Alo!
are you asleep?

"Trench"!

“We have proper and smart trenches
We are carrying guns on our shoulders

Our hearts are full of love for our countrymen
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In every shell, we have a cartridge..." (5)

What we were talking about?
Got it, then
I was hit by a bullet
and everyone else was affected
you also lost all your wind
Alas have you forgotten- saying with sincerity-
Could you remember that wailing and darkness
which filled the streets
You remember how the foreigners let their bombs loose
on our women and children
I was a toddler then- can you understand!?
I abandoned Leila, the neighbour's daughter
whom I fancied, to the fates
and left for the warfront swiftly.

At the front, I had a broad shoulder to take on difficulties



obisy Hyaie EXPREARE ) ©

I had no inclination to go after my business
I had no desire for stories and butfooneries
At the forefront on the attacking line
you could easily distinguish wantons
turned now to patriots
Do you follow me?
do you understand?
what now?
I was the same age as you
when, with other volunteers I stepped forward,
going through a mine field.
Knocked down by an explosion, I lost consciousness.
What happened to you?
that your interpretation of the events
is so at odds with the obvious?
What rubbish are you talking about?

Literature! Ha-ha! Isn't it all craziness?
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I am a poem to be published
one within which, it is forbidden
to be masculine

Help evict that unacceptable man from me quickly!

Fanatic gangsters give anyone challenging their views
a hard blow on the face
abrupt and so severe
that one would still be frightened
of its impact the next day.
Like a donkey fainting on a hilltop
one had fallen into a deep sleep:::snore::
dreaming like a mule
No snout was muzzled except for grazing.
I guess it's better I stand by her
in order to not to spoil any chance
of being together in this house;

vast terrains.
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If I wish to shout at her
the Turks will intercept my voice
from the satellites...excuse me, hold the line!
Let me whisper it into your ears:
one night as soon as I arrived
she rolled off my sleep
and was devoured in another's bed

the sun was shining behind a widow in Iraq, quite late!

I am far away!
with no option but to draw out my frightened car
and skid a break upon someone's lips
thus to carry my cross from the mine field
I have travelled youth
And my fag end was stumped
by my passenger's foot
why should I not hurry?

I am not a fool:
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counting the years lost at war
not one complete bullet reached me from its tanks

Why should I not restrain?
Behind the gate of my mouth

the word "I love you™ has gone rotten
Last night, I was sleepwalking on the lips of a nun
Tonight, I severed a few pieces of India from the map
Tomorrow what will be on the cards...I don't I know
There might be a bullet in this plot

aiming at a heart that is no longer worth it
In my hand who has played open his card?

Is it me?
Don't look at my verses

those disconnectedly are speaking nonsense

The sketches of my poems are dragged out of pain...

1- PTSD or "Shell-shocked" soldiers-"Wavy" is a Persian slang for

a soldier suffering from this condition.
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2- A name of an Armenian clan but also the name of a
contemporary Persian poet.
3- The city is called "Shivan" which means "Wailing" in Persian
4- This is part of a folkloric song which the protagonist is listening
on the radio while taxi driving.
5- This is a popular song used by the state to mobilise the masses
for the frontline during the Iran — Iraq war.
6- Each character's distinctive way of speaking consists of the
following:

a- their words

b- the shape of their sentences

c- the sounds of their words

d- the colour of their discourses
The following colours represent different characters appearing

throughout the poem:

Black = The protagonist

Sea Green = The narrator

Red = The supreme leader Khomeini talking
Blue = A religious moron speaking

Bright Green = Wireless contact
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Lavender = A woman lover
Turquoise = An Armenian father

Lime = A folkloric song from northern Iran

Gray = A commander giving order via wireless
Plum = A mobilisation song

Brown = Another ex-veteran talking to the protagonist.
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The aesthetics of the "Long Live
War"

Ali Abdolrezaei is the author of twelve acclaimed poetry
books which challenge traditional Persian poetic language.
The main areas of the poem "Long Live War" are
illustrated by the themes of love and war entwined in
human affairs. The feelings and ideas associated with these
are enacted upon in this poem.

As well as the Iran — Iraq war during the Eighties, the
poem can be read as a virtual depiction of a state of civil
war in Iran between religious totalitarianism and secular
pluralism.

War in the shape of division and conflict recurs in this
poem in varying themes: split families; friend who've
turned cool; supporters who turn against the state;
tensions between classes as well as between factions
within a nation. War, however, was only one powerful
agent of change at the beginning of post- Revolutionary
Iran.

In this epic poem love (in the form of sexual and patriotic)
takes centre stage as the cause of the protagonist’s
suffering.
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His return from the battle-front appears as a plunge into a
disorientating nightmare of confused feelings. He walks
into a society in which all areas of life are measured in
terms of money. Now languid and moody, our ‘hero
begins to play poetically with words and discursively talks
about front-line events. He decides to opt for a far more
egoistic vein enjoying the pleasures of solitude and
melancholy musing.

As well as a sense of futility, the character often seeks and
finds monetary renewal. Renewal can be finding a lost
identity, marrying the right person, restoring broken
relationships with the authorities or turning to fulfilment
of unsatistied desires. He is however pulled from two
different directions: love and war. Many themes in the
poem derive from these two ideas.

After return, the protagonist is suffering from Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). In addition, his
patriarchical and at the same time puritanical religious
inclinations have come in conflict with contemporary city
life which demands he behave otherwise.

Let it be:
everything in our home is now yours
except whoever is outside the front door
agreed?

With his marriage fallen apart, this disaffected ex-veteran
turns to nihilism. He needs help, but all turn their back on
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him. His wife, his family and the state are not prepared to
tackle an ex-veteran who is battling complex problems.

I realised:
the place where a kissing lip is in short supply
would be like a rooftop-edge
working favourably only for Venus.

In this extract, the words cluster together to suggest the
extent to which he is confused and disillusioned. Many
words he uses have explicit sexual connotations.

He had left his wife for martyrdom. Now minus a leg and
directionless, he comes back to realise that his wife is
marrying the cleric whose job was comforting the families
of those fallen martyrs in the war.

How could I open the windows
which are gone with the wind?
The street has forgotten the night

up to the last lamp-post.

The fallen cadence (the gradual drop in the pitch of the
voice as the sentence unfolds) tells us that he has lost two
wars. He is now resentful that he lived up to the
manipulative images and expectations of the clergy. He
acted out his role in compliance with what he was told by
the theocratics. In other words, it was simply a matter that
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convention required him to do so. According to the
interpretation of religious fundamentalists, the essence of
Koran means that he should model his behaviour on what
it says.

My hands on my head were thinking,
reminiscing about that shell-hit day
and the companions
who have left me behind.
The frontiers continued
as long as there was any chance of martyrdom.

During the Iran-Iraq war, thousands of Iranian youth
voluntarily walked through Iraqi mine fields to clear a path
for Iranian tanks and artillery divisions. Mass volunteers
marching in the streets indicated a readiness to become
martyrs for the Islamic cause.

We have proper and smart trenches

We are carrying guns on our shoulders

Our hearts are full of love for our countrymen
In every shell, we have a cartridge....

This is a song extract exemplary of the methods used to
forge a sense of solidarity, enhance mass mobilisation and
preserve the sacred values of the martyrdom. Despite
Iraq's superior fire-power, Iran mobilised repeated human
wave assaults on Iraq's fortified positions. Heroic exploits
were prefaced by nights of prayer and fasting. In popular
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culture, lay thinkers perceive of martyrdom as a symbol of
communal cleansing and regeneration. Throughout the
history of Iran, martyrdom has been a recurring
phenomenon to celebrate and safeguard the sacred
boundaries.

At the front, I had a broad shoulder to take on difficulties
I had no inclination to go after my business
I had no desire for stoties and buffooneries
At the forefront on the attacking line
you could easily distinguish wantons
turned now to patriots

This is the voice of a layperson having abandoned his
lifestyle to seek martyrdom at the war. He is mocking the
protagonist for losing faith and being a detached cynic
turning to literature as a substitute for creating meaning in
life.

What seems interesting in the above stanza is the delicacy
of the contrast between the altruistic sacrifices made by
this lay character and an idiot's delusion brought in earlier
in the poem. One of the questions haunting the character
in his traumatised crisis is the extent to which he is no
longer free as a hero to act. Paradoxically, as a part of his
new standpoint, he has come to realise that the reason
why things are as they are lies not in fate or God’s will, but
in us. He remembers words any commander had to use to
steel the nerves of his troops on the eve of vital battles,
thus creating a sense of brotherhood in the imminence of
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battle. Amid a barrage of enemy fire, soldiers (better to say
a band of self-styled martyrs) while holding the line would

continue to walk steadily towards the enemy.

After the battlefield sacrifices, the armed militias

were promoted as army officers.
The pilgrims of Karbela left the path

and became nouveau riche Tehranis.
Whether you like it or not

they were the squatters like the cuckoo

snatching their rich pickings
from abandoned dwellings.

Some of those commanders have now ended up in high
ranking authority job positions. They comforted soldiers
with the belief that since they had been chosen by God,
they wouldn’t be defeated. These corrupted officials still
use high-sounding language to bolster their positions.

The word "Wavy" is slang used colloquially in Iran to
depict the state of mind of such fanatics coming back
from front lines with PTSD. The word "Wavy" also
implies it was the hitting waves of an explosion causing
damage to the orderly functions of the brain. That is why
an Armenian father denies the protagonist an agreement
regarding a marriage request:

Me! An Armenian wouldn't give a daughter
to someone outside my clan “Shamlou®
one who may inflict suffering on my poor child
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One of the most important forms of not belonging is
being lost. He is physically, emotionally and, in so far as he
fears for his sanity, mentally lost. Revelation comes in
different ways. The character comes to realise his
circumstances through self-knowledge, an encounter with
a friend and in the light of societal reactions towards him.

People look at my empty folded trouser leg
as if from a watchtower
scrutinising my abnormality.

As a result of change of heart, the "Wavy" has forgotten
about virtue and that part of religious faith emphasising
sacrifice and martyrdom. The current extreme character of
his feelings is in sharp contrast with his previous state of
mind.

I am proceeding aimlessly!
I've left loose- half way through-
the task of buttoning up
loneliness is the state I am in
I am rehearsing my voice
whispering for a woman
that is about to ring...

The words above indicate that as sexually oriented person
he has a purely instrumental approach. The desperation,
suspicion and bitter feelings of rejection all in all force him
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into a direction seeking momentary pleasures with little
awareness of the possible outcomes.

I am far away!
with no option but to draw out my frightened car
and skid a break upon someone's lips
thus to carry my cross from the mine field

Although the "Wavy" knows that he is no longer
inspirational, yet the reader sees that for much of his
disenchanted life he remains fearful and hedonistic. He
can’t live peacefully, left with the certainty that he is
undesirable and exists on the margins of society. His
idealism goes astray and reality begins to take its toll as we
witness a change of character.

I am Amroaas the sweetheart of all Tehran's girls
My embrace is still a wise hotel in which
one night stands are free of charge

Here an idiot- a victim of urban corruption-is boastful of
taking advantage of the pervasive chaotic circumstances
following the Iran-Iraq war. Under influence of such
voices, the "Wavy" is tempted to lead a pervert lifestyle.
This inclination is one of many other impulses he is
bombarded with.

In this crisis, he ceases to be a man of principles and
reveals that he's a shrewd and cunning opportunist. The
driving force behind his actions in the second part of the
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poem is the search for identity. He wakes up to his real
teelings as to what he really feels for the "Other" e.g. the
opposite sex.

The ending resolves what the poem as a plot has opened
up. The closing down of the story is signalled by a turning
point in a downward direction. The character is pursuing
his inevitable course to a tragic close.

Tomorrow what will be on the cards...I don't I know
There might be a bullet in this plot

aiming at a heart that is no longer worth it
In my hand who has played open his card?

Is it me

At the winding-up of the poem, the narrator speaks of the
awesome nature of his poetry: depicting a society torn
apart by post-revolutionary disasters.

Don't look at my verses
those disconnectedly are speaking nonsense
The sketches of my poems are dragged out of pain...

In terms of literary form, the story ends as it began.
Events illustrated in earlier parts of the poem come to
have very different meanings when viewed from the
narrator's perspective. This effect of dramatic irony
emerges right at the end. Throughout the poem, we see
the "Wavy" as a lonely, tortured soul struggling with his
conscience and haunted by atrocities. He who volunteered
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to fight at the battlefront, now a tragic character, is left live
in fear. He retreats to woodlands of the Northern Iran to
endure his isolation away from the capital's condensed
structures. His character though can be viewed as a case
tfor psychological and sociological analyses.

The entrance of the narrator into the arena at the end
compels us to view the events from the intellectual
standpoint of the poet. The poet shows us that people
inevitably behave in accordance with socio-cultural
conventions. To transform existing life patterns, new
discourses and modern interpretations of traditions are
needed. The poet strips away the robes and power of
religiosity to reveal the struggle of our common humanity.
Ali Abdolrezaei usually exposes the undesirable aspects of
the Iranian status quo through a clever, and sometimes
quite bewildering, use of language. Abdolrezaei as a sharp-
minded intellectual plays with the multiple meanings of
words. Thus, one of the outstanding characteristics of his
poetry is its receptiveness to language impressions.

The rather informal air of the "Long Live War" is
reinforced by the colloquial forms which are quite ironic
to the archaic forms of the conventional Persian poetry.

A vital principle of the language of this poem is that the
words can be performed. They are not merely spoken,
they can be acted out. Like a dramatic text, the poem is
physically embodied.

In addition, the language makes an imaginative appeal
through the senses. The rhythmic and tonal change
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accumulatively resulting in a synthesised effect on the
reader for a more pro-active understanding of the poem.
This epic poem is characterised by the absence of a linear
narrative and chronological order. Thus, the reader plays a
more active part in relationship to the multi-dimensional
tacets of the poem. Since different characters are cast in
roles throughout the verse, the reader can distinguish
which character is conjured or enacted upon by the
"Wavy" simply by change of colour.

Finally, one of the satisfactions of the poem is being on
‘the inside’ of an Iranian ex-veteran's thoughts and

teelings.
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To read between lines:
"In Riskdom where I Lived"

"In Riskdom where I Lived" is the title to a collection (1)
of 28 poems by Ali Abdolrezaei, translated by Abol
Froushan, with a wide typo-topical range.

The term Post modernistic is used to describe Ali
Abdolrezaei's tendencies in post-Revolutionary Iranian
literature. His style consists of both a continuation of the
experimentation- championed by writers of the modernist
period (1950-1979), and a reaction against traditionalist
ideas implicit in classical Persian literature.

Postmodern Persian literature is difficult to define its exact
characteristics, scope, and importance. However, one
could specify that the unifying features of Abdolrezaei's
poetry rest upon the denial of "Meta-Narratives" (Jean-
Francois Lyotard) and "archetypal patterns" (Catl Gustav
Jung). For example, instead of the modernist quest for
meaning in a chaotic world, his poetry eschews, often
playfully, the possibility of clear cut meanings.
This distrust of conventional poetry extends even to the
author; thus to undermine the authot's "univocal" control
(the control of only one voice). The distinction between
high and low culture is also attacked by the use of
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colloquial language and multi-phonics/gentes not
previously deemed fit for Persian literature.

He breaks away from objective reality in that a narrative is
told from an objective or omniscient point of view. In
tavour of subjectivism, in poetry he turns from external
reality to examine inner states of consciousness. In
addition, he explores fragmentation in narrative- and
character-construction. The poem: "At the Priory" is often
cited as an example of this style. This poem is fragmentary
and employs pastiche to demonstrate the working of
extreme subjectivity as an existential crisis. What we call
reality is actually the construction of our minds. This is to
say, our lives are not the subject of random fate, but reality
is of our own making. It is shaped by manipulation of
material events and emotions around us from a
logocentric point of view.

While people are inundated with information technology,
there is a shift into hyperreality (Jean Baudrillard) in which
our understanding of the real is mediated by simulations
of the real. The poem "Sausage" presents a virtual
narrative with  virtual imageries. Here, particular
techniques are invoked to address this postmodern
hyperreal information bombardment. The first thing that
strikes a reader about this poem is the absence of certain
tamiliar elements. Underneath though, there is a great deal
clarity of diction and a rhythm that is organic. Intrinsic to
the mood of the poem, is a vivid economy of language
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and a subtle technique of intensification by repetition. It is
the entire poem, not the word that constitutes the unit of
meaning. There is a dynamism and unified complexity
configuring a fusion of subjectivity and objectivity. The
reader's imagination makes the connection- juxtaposing
the Photographic negatives to discover the unitary
meaning.

Perhaps demonstrated most famously and effectively in
poem "Mother me out!" is the belief that there's an
assumed ordering system behind the chaos of the world.
For the poet though, no ultimate ordering system exists,
so a search for order is fruitless and absurd. The poem has
many possible interpretations.

The sprawling canvas and fragmented narrative of the
poem "Bandar Abbas" has generated controversy on the
"purpose" of the narrative and the standards by which it
should be judged. Abdolrezaei believes that the style of a
poem must be appropriate to what it depicts and
represents. The post-revolutionary Iranian socio-cultural
landscape is a text that with the help of the poet can be
read and understood. This poem provides us with a
narrative vision which is in sharp contrast with the utopian
dreams preceding the 1979 Iranian revolution. If post-
Revolutionary Iran was a new Eden, or alternatively, a
New Canaan, then it positively demanded poets who
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could articulate those metamorphoses/ manifestations
envisaging such destiny:

...and since February walked a brand on my face
I am looking for a July bullet hid behind these walls
This wall this snail shell that revolves round Nothing
Where does it end?

In poem "Junction", it seems to define the attitude of a
generation exuding a much needed confidence in an age
that, following the reign of the totalitarian regime in post
Revolutionary Iran, could easily descend into disillusion
and decadence. There exists, desperately, a quest for action
demanding recognition that the status quo has to change.
Abdolrezaei's work is, prophetically, heralding something
new about to emerge into view. His imagery is consistent
with contemporary life representing the spontaneous
expression of the poet's thoughts and feelings. He sees
poetry as a vital part in the process of creating
transformation.

The lost identity of the poet is compensated for by the act
of poetry writing. The poem "Great Men" expresses a
belief that fires every Iranian poem into life:

It had gone to your head
that being a poet needs a tall stature

A tall shout
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which the faster they ran, the harder they'd reach

The poem is the identity of the poet actualised in the
process of writing it. By the same token, one can argue
that poetry enacts identity for the reader as s/he gets
engaged in the re-creative process of reading. Thus, poet
and audience create, interactionally, a brief momentary
sense of communion through a fragile web of words.
The embedded elements of surrealism and expressionist
symbolism in the poem "Cloud" explore the damaging
restrictions of social life following the Iran-Iraq war.
The narrative substance of "Held my hands and step by
step died of sorrow" refers to the lost relationships in the
poet's mind whose past deeds and aspirations are itemised
as a way of fixing the odds of a confused identity, or self-
definition, in exile. Here the poet himself appears to
represent a strategy of existing in space rather than time.
The poem "Park" indicates that there exists no teleological
sense of Progression and development as life circles back
and forth.

In the poem called "Go as the go that I went", by taking
up the “I” role, the poet demonstrates that actually there is
no difference between his role and the “Other”. Never
throughout his career, has Abdolrezaei presented a stable
sense of the "I" in his poems.

This singular pronoun might be referred to anybody
whose role is not desirable. But the poet puts himself in
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that position taking on the wicked roles and writes about
the implications.

The poem, evidently, requires playfulness and the sprightly
mobility of words and rhythms announces that life is an
open-ended motion which at times creates unease:

Go towards the go that I went, don't go so you're left
behind

for wherever I didn't leave, there I stayed

wherever I reached, there I was

As the poem draws to a conclusion in which very little is
actually concluded, the narrator seems to be speaking only
for the elusive character of his own identity.
To re-create a new identity in exile, the poem "Album" is a
manifestation of reinventing his life in the process of
remembering and rehearsing it. This poem establishes a
link between the world of poetry and his original/ local
world of farming life. “Album” is itself, centrally,
indicative of a certain alienation resulting from his present
life of exile and the need somehow to negotiate the
distance between origins and present circumstances. The
distance between the two is marked by physical distance as
well as a  kind of  cultural  disjunction.
In another poem "White Reading", we witness an intimate
contact between the "I" and "you". All barriers (temporal,
spatial and cultural) between poet and audience are
abolished as the creation of the poem itself has become an
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act of communion. The open-endedness of this poem is
not simply portrayed in the brave closing lines. On the
contrary, it is scattered throughout the entire conception
of the poem. Life like a poem is an on-going construction
whereby we are parties to organise it interactively.

The self-conscious dialogue between the poet's varied
personae sets the tone of the poem "Dictation". The
poem interrupts itself twice with a third commanding
voice while the poet looks back over his life. Although the
poem is written in the first person, the reader learns little
about the protagonist, who remains a representative
tigure. The "I" of the poem can speak for all men because
no particular identity is ascribed. The mood of the poem
brushes with tragic in the final stanza, in that a new poem
"always rubs out other poems". Thus, the final line:
"Poets! Stop writing hands up" is a verdict in the sense
that defeat is inevitable and all people will die.

There is a challenging risk the proponents of the
convention may pose: are you playing the role of this or
that character? The poet has given in advance his verdict: I
am this and that and the “Other”. I am enacting them all.
To say this is to relinquish any demarcation between
wickedness and righteousness. In art as in life, he doesn't
mind being confused with slovenliness or a lack of
consideration for others. This approach is in sharp
contrast, for example, to British great poet W.H. Auden
who said in 1965:
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"...once I wrote:

History to the defeated

May say alas but cannot help nor pardon.

To say this is to equate goodness with success. It would
have been bad enough if I had ever held this wicked
doctrine,

but that I should have stated it simply because it sounded
to me rhetorically effective is quite inexcusable." (2)

In these assembled rather short pieces, a glimpse of his
poetic intentions and range of theme/ genre is available to
English readers. Obviously for a better understanding, one
has to look at his writings from a historical perspective i.e.
their main chronological order.

At first his work is too obscure and dense. But its richness
of imagery, its uniqueness of language and sudden
surprising shifts of diction are remarkably convincing as
the dust of obscurity settles. In his poetry, there is a
tendency to use personal/ social references which an
unfamiliar reader cannot place. This spectacular ability to
discuss vast areas of human experience through his own
brand of psycho —politics, if not daunting his rivals,
nevertheless has been, quietly, inspirational to his
opponents. Some critics have attacked certain lengthy
poems as being maximalist, disorganized, sterile and filled
with  language  play  for its own  sake.
Abdolrezaei's life and work does not fit into tidy
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pigeonholes. There will be obvious overlaps and shortfalls
when trying to compartmentalise his work or his own
characteristics. We never step twice into the same
Abdolrezaei, as his poetry doesn't show a man bound into
a decreasing circle of repetition. His creative power is at its
peaks and not yet showing signs of descent. During the
last 15 years, his poetic profile has been most jaggedly
visible and ubiquitous across Persian poetic territories in
Iran Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Abdolrezaei as the
founding father of the new Poetic tradition is creating new
visionary, new expressive language and new potentialities
in poetry. His line of poetry counteracts traditional
Romanticism supplying workings of form and language on
which the reader can rely to bear their own interpretation.
That is to say, create meaning through making
connections,  establishing  priorities and  building
structurations.

Abdolrezaei can't, except with considerable reluctance or
qualification, confine himself and his creativity within the
strait-jacket of Persian orthodox perspective i.e. create
poetry less individualistic and idiosyncratic. In spite of the
risk of appearing eccentric or anarchic, he seems to speak
to us from out of the depths of his solitude through
schemata largely unmediated by social or literary
convention. So to invent, to unravel a form via which he
can express his own vision of life, may be interpreted as a
means to self-definition and as a demonstration to seek
identity. Nevertheless, his language and his sense of
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identity are interwoven and have been changing
respectively.

Since poetry is, primarily, a drama of the self, it wouldn't
be Tautological to say that the notion of the self itself has
its source in language that never inheres in the real. That is
because writing i.e. the act of turning experience into
language possibilities, deals, in the first instance, with
epistemology and matters of cultural perception and
communication.

The distinctiveness of new poetry began to emerge nearly
a decade later after the Revolution. Along with the
progressive tendencies in Secularism and Human Rights,
Iranian literary nationalism began to take shape. This New
poetry order grew up out of a body of ideas which,
primarily, rest upon individualism and imagined reality.

Finally, I wish to reiterate that this anthology has come
about as a result of efforts made by Abol Froushan as the
translator of the poems from Persian into English. I
should cite that Abol Froushan himself is a poet whose
work has been published widely. For Abol words as
objects per se, representing sound and forms, are of far
more significance than they generally are for Abdolrezaei.
Having said that, though, it must be said that just like
Abdolrezaei, Abol is concerned with rendered experience
rather than statement. He believes in organic form,
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rhythm and cadence that are necessary product of a
particular moment and voice.

It seems Abol's poetry adheres to a great extent to
Objectivism wherein the concern with music, sound and
sensuous is at its strongest. The "objectivist" attempts to
make poetry as intransitive as music or painting can get. In
line with this approach, ideas are presented sensuously and
intelligently and no predatory intention is pre-meditated.
In his work, meaning is subordinated to sound, in that the
individual word becomes an object and that the order and
movement of sound in a poem might create a flux of
emotions more significant than the underlying literary
meaning.

For Abol there is a one-to-one relationship between the
inner world and the outside world out of the window. His
abstract expressionist poetry dramatises that relationship
to the re-creation of experience. What he is after is just
juxtaposition of one word against another so that a
temporary suspension of habitual thought can occur in the
process of writing. A poem ossifies within any disjuncture
that mind-flow stops, and a temporary void is created. In
these circumstances, the discontinuous activities of the
poem are in line so much with how it says, as opposed
with what it says.
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1- This book was published by Exiled Writers INK.
2- Collected Poems: edited by Edward Mendelson: 1994: Authot's

forewords
3- Finally, thanks to Dr Helen Pearce for help in editing this text.
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Throwing light upon the reading of
the poem Censorship

Censorship

By Ali Abdolrezaei
Translated by Abol Froushan

In the massacre of my words
they've beheaded my last line

and blood ink like is hitting on paper
there's death stretched over the page
and life like a window ajar  shattered by a rock

a new gun has finished off the world
and I imported goods like through this alley's doors
am still the very meagre room that emigrated

I in my life who am pen like to the lines of this meagre
page am mother

The cat's paws are still prancing

to scare the mouse

running for the hole they filled

In pursuit of the lesson I did at school
I'm no longer Jack the lover to my Jill
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I'm doing my new homework
You cross it out

And in the girl who will tumble at this poem's end

build a house

filled with a door open like a wound

and from in-between the edges of death

like a room gone from this house  lived happily

a gitl who wanting to make me her own

would throw morsels in her voice  to tease me over
to the temple of her body

for my eyes to keep whirling and whirling to make a
Dervish of me again

How the eyes

these empty sockets

in between the love making of two are thousand handed
How this side of being where I am is all the more

other-sided in Iran

Fathurt mothurt my brothurt!

My condition is more critical than hurt

writing's more emasculated than me

and London  with its hair highlights of a weather is still
sisterly awaiting

Death to stretch over my body

for life to kill me again
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My heart is bleeding for the poet whose queue of words
is getting longer

for the branch less sparrow who's
swallowed its twitter

for the restitution of a crow with no
overhead wire

for myself
gone from the house like electricity

I was somebody

Did the foolish thing became a
poet!

Compared to the artistic means at one’s disposal when
creating music or painting, W.H.Auden contemplated that
for the poet, language has many advantages. In artistic
discourse, there are three pronouns, three tenses and
speech can occur in both the active/passive voice (1).
Ali  Abdolrezaei idiosyncratically invokes all language
possibilities in the narration of his subject matter. True or
false his verses may be, but the deeds are distinctive of his
style of diction/imagery and syllabic spell appropriate to
the occasion. His approach breaks with the traditional
Aristotelian narrative of a beginning, a middle and an end.
There are many poems in which the use of pronouns is
fragmentarily accompanied by disorientated persona to
indicate  the  heterogeneity of modern  times.
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Ali's lines, reflecting his temperament, do not please critics
who prefer poets to remain stable entities both in their
history and in their writing. His poetry questions the
stability of the relationship between writer and critic as the
registers he uses are subject to constant change. It is
fluidity that makes Ali Abdolrezaei’s work so vibrant and
so difficult to pin down. The poet’s creativity ensures the
truth of his poetic identity can never, by definition, be
tound. His poetry is not the Word made Flesh, but the
triumph of word over flesh. The meaning of his poems,
like the meaning of a text on his biography, is not
perpetually fixed. Thus, there is no original meaning that
we can recover.

He is young and speaks for the new generation of Iranian
aesthetics. The trajectory of Abdolrezaei's career begins in
a blaze of vision capable of speaking in the voice of a
generation with multi-facetted vibrations. At times, he
appears to portray deeper sceneries of the new artistic
temperaments and the young's cultural chasms with the
past amid a repressive political regime. Abdolrezaei's
reputation as a poet speaking in the voice of his time
spread in the early 1990s with an impressive range of
Iranian critics and writers making statements about him.
Abdolrezaei's life and poetry as constructions are of a
critical nature. Layers of narrative and analysis, wit and
prejudice confront his readers. We should remain vigilant
that at a fundamental level, his life and work are "open



Sz sy cioo st I

stories"  accommodating  diverse  interpretations.
Abdolrezaei is particularly aware that his poetry is destined
to undergo transformations beyond his control. His
resistance to having a biography written about him is part
of this awareness to his future literary metamorphoses.

When considering Abdolrezaei's work, the narrative makes
up the constructed "I" that inhabits the poems. In other
words, the poet is simply dispersed and lives in a bundle
of texts strung together. The Abdolrezaei we perceive as a
poet is also the product of discourses, which run through
and beyond him. It is the wholeness and that depth of
form coming from inner experience which allows
intertexual readings their scope.

The poem "Censorship", strictly speaking, is an inferred
biography. Although he prefers that no biography be
written, he hopes attentive readers of his poems can
extract as much knowledge from his language
constructions as possible.

This poem is soaked in metamorphosis: as a very
comprehensive metaphor. This motif in both literary and
real forms crops up constantly. The weird isolation the
helpless rejection and the tragic perversion forced on him
are so intense that it would seem impossible in almost any
other society.
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My heart is bleeding for the poet whose queue of words is
getting longer

for the branch less sparrow who's swallowed its twitter
for the restitution of a crow with no overhead wire

for myself

gone from the house like electricity

This poem is written from a heightened, desperate, point
of view. The final assertion is the admission of the
metamorphosis he underwent as to become a poet.

I was somebody
Did the foolish thing became a poet!

To be a poet is a foolish decision committed, oddly, by
tragic heroes - with a suggestion of scapegoat or criminal.
This transformation belongs to Us because We are
negated by  Them and Their alienation.
Poetry is a transcendental symbol for rebirth. It is only
through such experience that we can leave the old baggage
for good and be reborn. There exists a purification notion
of poetry: a sustained flood of metaphor shifts throughout
the poem.
In the exile, from his cold heights, he can see differently;
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tree of the old perspectives one returns with new insights.

How this side of being where I am is all the more other-
sided in Iran

Fathurt mothurt my brothurt!

My condition is more critical than hurt

writing's more emasculated than me

Writing is akin to mountain climbing or to the hero's
dangerous actions/ journey. Analogy of the task of writing
poetry is extended even to the painful labour of human
birth.

Poetry is a means by which to realise that the well-
entrenched discursive structures and social interests
attempt to supervise meaning and truth. In the above
stanza, the suffix "hurt’ is added to the closest endeared
tamily roles (e.g. brother; mother and father) to imply the
painful sense of meaning associated with the concept
Identity. Although the poet is reborn in exile, his sense of
belonging to the beloved home is still hurtful. Here a
symptomatic reading of the poem, as a metaphor, is called
for.

In pursuit of the lesson I did at school
I'm no longer Jack the lover to my Jill
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I'm doing my new homework
You cross it out

His estrangement from society, either indigenous or
exiled, allows him to see its shortcomings. Poetry for
Abdolrezaei is a vehicle by which he treats serious subjects
in an ironically lowbrow manner.

The most important poetry technique that Abdolrezaei
explores in his work is what we might call the ‘unexpected’
principle. He allows the reader to develop a series of
expectations which he then disappoints by injecting
incongruity. In the stanza above, the second line negates
the first and the forth line is demanding an action to
annihilate the third. Once the reader has exerted the
conscious effort needed to solve these incongtuities, s/he
may inescapably come to accept a fresh evaluation as to
rethink their life on the basis of the poem's insights.
Abdolrezaei's position comes close to trapping the elusive
truth and making it available to the conscious mind. The
truth that this poem reveals may be a serious insistence on
the impossibility that humankind speaks truth. By the
same token, it is inevitable that humankind suffers from
past experiences.

I in my life who am pen like to the lines of this meagre
page am mother
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The cat's paws are still prancing
to scare the mouse
running for the hole they filled

Poetry is itself an instance of play-acting to reveal
something to actors who may never come to realise what
they are really like off-stage. This poem implies the poet
can say something true only on the page face, as the stage
on which he verbally plays. The poem asserts that
speaking the truth may irritate the reader. So Abdolrezaei
indeed contradicts Keats's axiom that "poetry should
surprise by a fine excess and not by singularity”". His
poetry is meant to scare those incapable to face truth. It
requires an effort to discover the exact relevance of his
allusions used in this stanza. In poems, he acts as cat
scaring readers, mice-like, to run for the hole.

In the massacre of my words
they've beheaded my last line
and blood ink like is hitting on paper
there's death stretched over the page

The poem starts in earnest with an outright violence
"massacre of my words" which is responsible for the rest
of it. The rebellious massacre of words occurs when the
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assumptions behind “truth” are confronted. Via a system
of dichotomies, someone who desires "beauty” assumes it
is “truth’. Those who are shocked into moral awareness
beyond the dichotomy of the pretty and the ugly must
have waged such a bloody war on the poet's words. Their
demands are simple and absolute. The naive, enraged
audience marched on to massacre his words and behead
his last lines. But their enduring belief would bring them
to grief elsewhere.
This "Achilles' heel" constitutes the contrast between what
the poet looks for and what the power relations expect
him to show.

Despite the expectations, the poet moves, deliberately on
not trying to be aesthetically pleasing or emotionally
adhering to the dualistic vision of ‘manhood’ versus
‘'womanhood® as in the nursery rhyme "Jack and Jill"
learnt at school.

a new gun has finished off the world
and I imported goods like through this alley's doors
am still the very meagre room that emigrated

The new weaponry safeguards the same long literary and
iconographic tradition believing that aesthetic qualities
signify righteous ones.
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The theme of pain, running through the entire poem,
refers to the difficulties inherent in the execution of poetry
that might elevate humans from such prejudiced
assumptions. This endeavour forced the poet to leave his
homeland and immigrate to Britain. In spite of such a
huge step, he says he is still the same "meagre room" in an
alley back home. The lines in the following stanza describe
his plight not yet relieved in the exile.

and London with its hair highlights of a weather is still
sisterly awaiting

Death to stretch over my body

tor life to kill me again

Abdolrezaei's experiences of life in London are presented
here in an abstract form because literal depictions can't be
met by instrumental language.
If poetry isn’t wish-fulfilment, what is it? Abdolrezaei
would say it’s a means through which our aspirations for
the developmental truth and existential rebirth are
satistied.

In the very last stanza, the poet appears to have contempt

for poetry:
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I was somebody

Did the foolish thing became a poet!

Is his assertion to be taken at face value? His poetry says it
all for him: he made his poem and it is our turn to "cross
it out", censor it or face reality.

This heavy metal poem exhaustingly manages to achieve
the metamorphosis of pain and vision into art. The beauty
of the representation and the ugliness it represents are
both affirmed and concealed under the success of its
illusion.

In this poem, the role of the reader is crucial; for what it
sets up is an open-ended interpretation in which the
hermeneutic circle is never closed.

Abdolrezaei's poetry is a carnival rite rather than a solemn
memorial, and his language has an astonishing lexical
range and ironic implications.

1- DICHTUNG UND WAHRHEIT-VIII-1959
2- I should thank Dr. Helen Pearce once again for her friendship
and kind contribution in auditing this article.
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