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prepare lists of the microfims of the manusgripts. Or. Muhammad Taqi Rafiet,
the officer in charge of the rezearch section of the centre, has besn kind
enough to lockafter the job very carefully and accuratly. He has given
up-to-date information in the prepration of this catalogue. When the list of
microfiims was prepared, it was decided that they should be posted on the
internet, so that scholars living abroad can also henafit from our work.

i am indebted to Prof, Nazir Ahmad, Prot. A.H. Abedi, Prof. Zlauddin
Desai and Prof. Manzoor Mohsen far their help to materialize the plan that
once the Noor Microfilm Centre had for this catalogue. | am also gratefud to
Prof. Yunus Jaffery, Mr. Khwajah Munir Ahmad, Dr. Abdut Latif Talibi,
Dr. Bahram Yamani and Dr. Reza Darastani for their full cooperation to this
great task.

Suggestion of the scholars will be actepted with thanks, if they help us
to improva our work which sarveg a bridge between the ancient civilizations
ofindia and Iramn.

Dr. Mahd! Khwalah Pict
22nd Bahman AH. {Sclar)/11th Feb, 2000 A.D.



3.  Estabiishing relations with the research scholars and giving them all the
possible facllities In their stucies regarding their work in the field of
common cultural relations between India and Iran.

4.  Establishing contacts with the libraries and cantres of oriental studhes in
India with the librarles, centres of oriental studies and institutes of
[slamie studies in iran, with the purpose of achieving better aqualntence
and mutual cooperation In scientific and cultural areas.

The Noor Microfilm cantre, with the cooparation of professors and
scholars, has baeen able to preserve threugh microfilms the scientific and
cuftural heritage which in some way or other was in a state of daterioration, so
that it may be given 1o schelars for theair research purposes.

Contacts were made for several years with the different scientific and
cultural centres in India in order to make microfilms of the vaiuable
manuscripts préserved there. Finally we wara able ta start our work with
Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh. There are mora than 14500 manuscripts In this
library, and the catalogue of a small number of them has been made and
published. To start work there was not an easy task. Some shortsighted
parsons created obstacles, on the plea that if the microfilms of the
manuscripts be given o other scientific and cultural centres the library will
lose its importence. This sort of thinking was the biggest hindrance to the way,
but the appointment of Prof, Mahmud ur-Rahman as the vice-chancellor of
the university opened the gates of hope, and favourable ground was prepared
for the progress of the work. His patronage to knowledge, far-sightednass,
sobriaty and keen desire to expand Islamic sciences caused us to be
successful in this scientific and cuftural step. All in all 4500 manuscripts of
different subjects were selected to be microfiimed. The co-oparation of Prof.
Noor ul-Hasan Khan the librarian, removed all the obstacies that wers in the
way. The heipful attitude of the officer incharge of manucripts section and his
assistants played an important role in the preparation of this valuable work,
The main aim s nct only to preserve the microfims of the manuscripts, but
alsa to Introduce and publish some valuable work related to istam. Therefore,
by the approval of the scientific council of this centre, measurea were taken to
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3. Shalfta Collection:

The collection was donatsd by Nawwab Mohammad Mustafa Khan, pen
namé Shaifta (1802-1869 A.D.). Ha was one of the great scholars of his age.
After acquitlng knowledge in Islamic Studies at Dethi, he went 1o Mecca on
pilgrimage. There hae studied Saha-i-Sitta under the guidance of Shaikh
Abdullah Siraj Hanafi and learnt principles of Hadith from Shaikh Mohammad
Abid Sindhi. When he returned tc his home after perfoming the pilgrimage at
Mecca, he coliected rare and fine books in Arabic, Perslan and Urdu. In 1B57,
when the Indiang revolted against the Britishers in Delhi, his collection was
partly ruinad by a fire, in which many fine and rara manuscripts were
destroyed. After sometime his grandson Nawwab Mohammad Ismail, the
chancallor of the university, donated it to the university. In 1832 measures
were taken to prepara a catalogua of Shaifta's published and unpublished
books. in 1982 the catalogue of Shaiftah Coilection manuscripts was prapared
and printed by Sayyed Mahmud Hasan Qaisar Amrohavi. This catalogue
includes tha description of 224 volumes aof tha Shaifta Collection.

B Noor Microflim Centre:

After the Islamic Revolution of Iran, Hazrat Ayatullah Khamna'l the
spiritual leader of 1h3 ecountry paid his attention to reviving the cultural
ralations with India and to preserving the valuable Islamic works kept in this
vast and ancient land, to make tha coming genaration aware of them and able
0 use them in their studias. Measures wera taken 1o introduce one of the
aspects of common scientific and cultural hertage. This work started on the
occasion of the 400th death anniversary of Qazi Noorullah Shushtarl
(1419 A.H)), the Iranian theologian, traditionist, diakectician, prose writer and
poet. The Noor Microflim Centre was established and named after him,
keaping in view the great services rendered by this great rallgious personaiity.
This centre started its function with the foliowing aims and objact:

1. Acquainting, introducing and preserving the common cultural heritage
of Iran and India under the frame work of common Islamic values.

2, Studies and research work with the purpose of raviving and introducing
the work of the scholars of both the nations.
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section has 280 chairs, the reference section has 150 chairs, and the new hall
has 130 chairs. The capicity of the library is more than one million books. At
present it has 884703 volumes of books on verious subjects. The number of
manuscripts in 1996 was more than 14560 volumes, most of them in Arabic,

Perslan, Sanskrit and Urdu languages.

Maulana Azad Library has valuable collections of fine paintings,
miniatwye work, coins and rare manuscripts that have been donated by many
learred scholars, nobiles and great thinkers, which are still preserved under
their narmes and are used by many scholars. Among the donated manuscripis
there are collactions called: Hablk Gan| Coliection, Ahsan Coilsction, Shaifta
Callection, Abd us-Salam Collection, Aftab Collection, Jawahar Musaum,
Munir Alam Collection, Qutb ud-Din Collection, Subhanallah Collection and
Sulaiman Collection. The cataiogues of the following donated collections have
been published. J
1. Hablb Ganj Collection:

This i3 the largaest callection of donated manuscripts, preserved in the
manuscript section of the university, t consist of 2000 volumes on various
subjects in Arabic, Persian and Urdu languages. This collection was donated
by Ubaidur Rahman Khan Shevwanl son of Nawwab Sadr Yar Jang Mabibur
Rahman Sherwan| (1867-1950 A.D.) to the university in the year 13860. The
catalogue of 813 manuscripts in Arabic, Persian and Urdu has been published
in three volumes so far.

2. Ahsan Marehravl Collaction (1878-1840 A.D.):

Maulana Ahsan Marehravi was one of the professors of Urdu at Aligarh
University. He taught this [anguage from 1922 to 1940. He compiled his
palitical works in two volumes, namely Faiz-e Dagh and Mohavarat. His
collection consists of fine and rare printed and unpublished books in Arabic,
Hindi, Persian and Urdu, It consists of 447 volumes of manuscripts. He
prasented all his collaction to the university and it is preserved in the library

under the name of *Ahsan Collaction”. ts catalogue was prepared by Sayyed
Mahmud Hasan Qaisar Amrohvi and published by the university,
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rare treasures Of scientific and culural value, and a number of valuable rare
articles of Islamlc art wera presarved by the efforts of this greatman.
Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan &t the time of the foundation of this university also
donated his big personal collection to this library. Thig library with the other
ditferent donated collections was called Lytten Library, after the British Viceroy
in India. From 1924 to 1926 Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan was the chancstlor
of the university. He paid particular attention 10 the expansion of the library.
He also donated his perscnal collection of rare law books that he had made
while studying at Cambridge Univarsity. He allocated a budget for the
purchase of useful books for the students. The purchase of these books on
differant subjects added much to the importance of this library as well as the
university. In the same mannar, the donation cf the.valuable personai
collections of its professors, nobles and distinguished persons strengthened
the scientific work and value of this library.

in the year 1848 Dr. Zakir Hussain was appointed the vice-chancellor of
this university. He paid much attention to this library and feit it necessary to
expand the area, and create a more suiteble place for keeping the books and
better facliites for the students and scholars. For this purpose he prepared
the ground so that tt}a chancellor of the university might exchange views with
the central goverment and University Granis Commission avthorities. He
succeeded in abtaining a grant of ona million and thity thousand rupees from
central gavernment for the new buildings of the library. s foundation stone
was laid in 1855 by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, the first prime minister of India
after tha Independence of the country. The plen of the new library building,
which 5 considered one of the best specimens of Indo-lslamic architecturs,
was prepared and carred out by Engineer Fayyaz ud-Din.

The new building was inaugurated in 1860. Taking in view the services
rendsered by Maulana Azad, the great thinker and literacy figure, t was named
*“Maulsna Azad Llbrary”. This library is now situated in the central part of the
urtiversity. its double storied building has three big hails for study with a
capacity of 1800 persons. Every hall is divided inta three sections. The study



British army, he should take preliminary measuras to makes Muslims
acquaintad with the basic principles of Islam. He beleived that Dar ul-'Ulum
could prepare Muslims ﬂagainsl the Britishers. On the other hand Sir Sayyed
Ahmad Khan tried, by teaching English language and introducing new ideas in
the religious matteras of Muslims, which did not coardinate fully with the |deas
of thoss Muslims who were morally defeated and angry at the oppression of
Muslims, to enable Muslims to enter the government services. Sir Sayyed
Anhmad Khan was of the plnion that the only way for the scientific and cultural
progress of Muslims was to have cooperation with the British authorities and
high officials. Perhaps one of the aims of Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan, as Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru thought, was to prapare Indian Muslims to be suitable and
useful for British government. Differences of opinion between Deoband and
Aligarh wera visible at a very early stage. It was for this reason that the
followers of these two different schoola could not make a commen platform to
meet the challange of their enemy, the Britishers.

® Maulana Azad Library:

tn the year 1875 a school, called Madrisat ul-‘Ulum, was founded by
Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan at Aligarh to raise the standard of Muslims in the
field of education. This school expanded and In the year 1877 it extandad fis
educational activities under the name "Anglo Mohammadan Oriantal College*.
The gradual development of this college prepared the ground to [ay the
foundation of the Muslim University at Aligarh. In 1820 this coflege started to
function under the name Aligarh Muslim Univarsity, Aligarh.

Though there has always been great controversy among Muslims about
the religious thoughts and political views of Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan, In spite
of this University is today considered one of the most renownad centres
of lslamic Studies, and a big support far Indian Muslims in sclentific and
cultural fields.

In addition to the different depertments of modem sciences in Muslim
University, Aligarh, there is its great library congisting of unlque, valuabie and
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Musiims in particular were kept away from education. This policy of the
Britishers lead the Muslims to uttarly pitiable conditlon and was a serious
threat to the life of Muslims in India,

Hindus were further advanced in education than the followers of other
raligions. They made and effort to acquaint themsslves with the modarn
scignees and the new world in which they lived, Religious reform was the first
step that could make the pegple af the followars of different religions realize
their poor conditicn. Haja Ham Maban Rai was the first reformer, who tried to
make Hindus adjust with the erwironment and the requisita of the time. His
success and his followers in this field prepared the ground for learning the
English language, the key that opened the gates of the modem world to them,
This step was the main reason that they surpassed the followers of other
raligions in the fielkd of moderen education. Besides that, the acquaintance of
indians with English language was felt vary scon in Indian socisty. A large
number of Hindus could entar diffarent govarnment institutions by getting
education in modern scisnces. Tha entry of Hindus in the modern world
inspired Muslim leaders and made therm 1o think to regain their socio-political
situation, and make fu;lhar efforts for this cause.

B Dar ul-'Ulum Decband and Muslim University Aligarh:

To make Muslims acquainted with Islamic studies and the problems of
Muslims, this institute was founded by Maulana Muhammad Qasim Nanotavi
in 1867 at district Deoband. After that Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan laid the
foundation of Aligarh Muslim University at Aligarh town in 1875 to make
Muslims acquainted with modern sciences and English language. Maulana
Muhammad asim, before founding Dar ul-'Ulum Deoband, passed & raligious
tecras against the British domination over India. He declared that India was a
country of war at that tme and fighting against the Britishers was a religious
obligation for every Muslim. But the defeat of the Indians In the baitle fought
against the Britishers in 1857, made Maulana Qasim think that while facing the



the other side, the British rulers fried to ensure that Musiima should not agaln
be involved in the pulftlcs of the country. In that age of development, the
backwardness of Muslims helped them succeed in their aim and object. In the
vear 1871 A.D. Dr. William Hunter, by the order of Lord Mayo, was sppolnted
to make a survey of the educational condition of Muslims and the cavses of
their oppoaition with British government. Dr. Hunter prepared a datailed
report in which he poimted out that Musiims belisve that:

1. The British govarnment has closed the doors of employment upan
Muslims In such & manner that no Muslim has the right to antar
government servics.

2. Al the door of education have besn closed upon them, and that has
been the reason of their illteracy and ignorance.

3.  The establishment of Judicial courts under British law has been the
main reason for the unemployment of thousands of Muslim judges and
their religioug authorities. This too has reduced their interest in religicus
studias.

4.  The occuption of the Muslim Trust by Britishers is consldered nné of the
main reasons of the dectine of Muslims in scientific and cultural fields.
At one place, about the couns of justice and the general condition of

Muslima, Hunter writes:

"t was & time whan all the judiciary courts weare
administrated by Mus(lima, but In fesa than one hundred years tha
situation changed so much that there is only one Muslim
megistrate out of 239",

The backwardness of Musiims, and the progress of the foliowers of
other religions, was a great problem before Muslim thinkers. The revelution by
Indians in 1857 against the Britishers and thelr fallure causad them to be
cruahed. This revolution alsc frightened the Britishers and made them very
cautious. Muslims were considered the main factors behind it, and open
enemiea of the Britishers. it was for this reason that Indians in general and
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sub-continent. His harsh conduct with non-Muslims created differences
among the followers of different castes, creeds, sects and religions. t was on
account of this that the second hal of his reign was spent in suppressing
rebals. By this conduct he was deprived of the support of many non-Musghim
nobles at his court. He died in 1707 AD., and his death led to diffarences
among his successors and caused the downfall of Mughal empire in india.

In the early 17th century, the East India Company entered this country
and established its factory at Surat city. Soma years after that they laid the
foundation of Madras city in South India. In 1862 A.D. Bompay Island was
givers as a dowry gift by the portugese to Charles |I, the king of England. He
transferred it to the East India Company. In the early days of the year 1690,
the foundation of Caicutta city was laid and in this way the Britishers were able
to obtain vast opporiunitias in India. The decling of power in the capital, the
incapability of the rulers and corruption in government machinery caused
dissaticfaction among the people. The rasult was that the Britishers in less
than one hundrad years were able to occupy the country from Bengal
province to Punjab. The hold of British rule over India brought bad
CONSEequUBNces Over ﬂvew class of the people and the followers of different
religions. All the big posts were held by the Britishers. In their conduct they
treated the Indians Ike captive slaves and undesired living beings. Seeing this
conditton Mehru wrote:

"This was the first tima that Indians went under the
domination of the foreigners”,

Tha foreign rule that had deprived the people of their spiritual and
matarial values was |leading the pecples of India towards ignorance and
ilfiteracy. Among them the condition of indian Muslims was worse than the
athers. One of the causes of the backwardness of Indian Muslims can ba
found in their hatred for their enemles and the British officers. The abstinence
of Muslims from the Britishers was to such an extent that they did not allow
their children to learn British customs, manners and even their languags, On



Preface

The Rise and expansion of Islam brought basic changes in the history
of the Irdian sub-continent. Though the early invasions of Muslims did not
leave a deep effect, the migration of religious scholars and Muslim saints to
this vast country provided a favourable opportunity for preaching Islam and
making Indians acqualnted with the tenets of this religion. tslam, before
becaming a military power in Indta, had already reached this land as a faith.
Contacts with the Indians and exchange of views on a cultural and scientific
laval, particularly in the 3rd and 4th centuries of the Islamic era, piayed an
important role for cultural expansion in this region. Reiations between
non-Indian Muslims and the Indians became so firm that they could rule for
about eight centuries over the greater part of this sub-continent.

Muslims did not enter this country as invaders and ransackers, but
rather they preferred 10 sattle down hereg. it was for this reason that India
during the reign of Muslims rulers was an independent country. The golden
age of Muslim rule In [ndia started with the victory of Babur over Delhi and
reached its zenith during the time of Akbar the Great. The presence of ‘earned
schoiars, creative artists, artisans and ¢raftsman caused blooming Islamic
culture in this vast land in such a manner that Incdians named Akbar the Great
a5 the founder of medieval civitization in India. As Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru
gays in “The Discovery of India®;

"Akbar made such an edifice which remalned standing
hundrads years after even during the reign of his unworthy
SUCCESSors",

After Akbar, the maost powerful Muslim ruler in India was Aurangzeb, the
successor of Shahjahan. He ruled for forly eight years over a great part of this
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