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I may be permitted to add that some of the above matter has
been incorporated in Lhe preface to my thesis on the Risse gand Fall

of Muhammad bin Tughlug.

It may alas be mentioned thut an Knghsh trauslation of the
Futeh-us-Salatin 19 o the course of preparation and will be
publiehed under the title of the Shahuawna of Medisval India.

Agra Oollege, MAHDI HUSAIN.

Agra.
May, 1538,
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gusted with life that he resolved to leave Indis, his native country,
s0 that he eould spend the remainder of his life at Meova, Bt he
desired to0 leave a aouvenir in the form of an epis, which might
chailenge comparison with the Shahnams of Firdeuns. Thus
originated the Maluh-us-Salatin which may legitimately be aalled
the Shohnama of Medieval India.

‘Tsamni bogan to write the Fuluh-ws-Salatin on the 10tb* of
Dovember 1349 and finished it on the I4th} of May 1330, It took
him *five monthy and nine days™ 1o complete the book.

Previously, [sami had produced several works, but as they
were not appreciated they fell into oblivion. They were, however,
followed by the Fuiuh-us-Salatin whish survived because it was
written under the royal patronage of Sultan ’Ala.ud-din Hassn
Bahmeni.

It shouid be noted that although 'Taami was the contemporary
of Ziya-ud-din Barani neither makes any refersnce to the other,
Parhaps each was unaware of the other’s existence ; for while Barani
lived most of his life in the north (Hindystan), ‘Isami resided {or
many years in the gouth (Decean). 'lsami wrote his Fuluh-ya-Salalsin
some 8 years before Barani produced bhis Tarikh-i-Firor Shaki.

Nothing is known about ‘Isami after the completion of the
Putuh-ua-Salatin (May, 1850). Perhaps he then left India for good.
He proceeded on a pilgrimage to Mecca and did not refurn.

‘ITsami’s style is simple and unogtentatious ; his expressions
are lucid ; he is free from thai magniloquenve or rhetoric which
was then oonsidered beautiful. He is much clearsr than Badr
Chachi and might be called the best epic writer of the age.

Here [ tonder my sincere thanka to Dr. H. N. Randie, the
Yibrarian, India Office Librury for bkis kindly lending the Ma. of
the Fuluh-us-Salatin to tha Agra College for my uee. My thanks
are slso due to my worthy colleagues, Dr. Y. Prasad, Head of the
department of History and Peolities, and Prof. M. T. Faruqgi, Head
of the department of Pergian who took Lkeen interest in the puabli-
cation of this Ms. I am grateful to my sister Bus Jan who read
with me the photographic copy of the Ma. of the Fuluh-us-Salatin
which I had brought with me from London. She also wrote to the
Professor of Indian History at the Madras University who kindly
sent her s oopy of the 'Isaminama of Mr. TPska publishad by the
Madras University in March 1937. While I agree with Mr. U'she’s
appreciation of ‘Isami's werk and style I cannot concur with the
views exprosded in the Jraminama abhout '[sami's portraiture of
Mohammad bin Tachlno.

» 27, Ramazan A. H, 750,
++ 8 Rabl-ul-Awwal AL H, 751.
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ohject ot the forced migration frop Delki to Daulatabad, as wall
s of the token vnrrency. Ogoasionally, Isami speaks of universal
destruction, but his language is not free from oxaggeration. One
day, he tells us, the Sultan rods up to the gardens along the banks
of the Jumnw, and found the streeis thronged with vendors and
customers. He was 8o annoyad to see the preaperous ocondition of
the town and the general affluence that he resolved immediately
to destroy it- With this objeet in view he sent out the Qarachil
expedition. Another wmeasure which be later adopted for the
estruction of the people was to order the evacuaiion of Deogir.
All its inhabitanta were consequently sent off to Delbi. Finally
under & heading *‘Applause for Bultan 'Ala-ud.din Khalji and Cen-
sares for Muhammad Shah bin Taghlug Shah,”’ Isami vehemenuly
denounces Sultan Muhammad for his revolt against Islam. All
these points have been thoroughly diseussed in my thesis,

Isami's ¥Fuluh-us-Solatin does not exhanst with the reign of
Muhammad bin Toghluq It presents in tolerably aocurate
ohronoiogical order events of the politioal history of India for over
three hundred years, and it also throws light on the beginnings
of the Bahmeani rule in the Decean; on the psychology of the
14th century India; on the principal towns and their respeolive
disiances ; on the nature of punishments then inflicted ; on the
Hindu amirs and princes ; and en the Hindi words and idioms
then in Muslim wsage. The Fuish-us-Salatin further illnstrates
(1) the persoual history of ita aunthor, Isami, (2) the military his-
tory of the period i ¢ the administration of the army and the
armament then in ase, and (3) the social history of Medieval
India. Illastrations are also afforded of the fusion of tho Hindu-
Muslim culture and its conssquent reaoction on the relations
between the Hindus and Muelims—a topic of oatatanding impor-
tance in the political Jife of modern India.

It is much to be regretted that the real name of Isami is
nowhere mentioned in the book. An sttexmpt* has, however, been
made to identify him with Khwaja’ Abd Malik' Isami on the
authority of the Khazina-i Ganj-i-Ifaki (Ilahi'a treasury), a bio-
graphical account of the poets of the 9th and 10th ecenturiss Hijra
inolading also some of those of she 8th. The Khazina-i-Ganj i-Ilahi
1&g not available now as far as I know.

Iaami tells us that on finishing his book—the Futuh-us-Salatin —
he was about 40 years of age. This enables 1a to ix 1311 as the date
of his birth, He wae 16 years of age when in 1327 he was forced
to leave Delhi for Daulatabad in the company of his aged grand-
father, ‘Aizg-ud-din’ Isami. Perheaps his father had already died.

'Isami remained for some time in Danlaiabad ; and in the
sourse of the next 24 yveara--a period in which he witnessad the
“outrages’’ of Muhammad bin Tugalug in the Deccan—he was o
muoh weighod with grief that he became grey. He was so dia-

* The Catalogue of Persian Msa in the India Office Library,
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Suban ’Ala=ud-din Hawan, the first Eing avd founder of the
Babhmani dynesty. ‘Ala-ud-dio Hasan was a rebe! against and an
snamy of Muhammad bin Tughlog—a fuot which throws light on
the objective of the Fufuﬁ-m-%ﬂfrutiu.

When studied side by side with the Hikia of Ibn Battuta, the
Futwh uz-Salatin enablea us to digseover in part the sources of in-
formation ntilized by the Moorish traveller. It reveals the lalter's
biae against the emperor and informs us that :he (Qazis of the
empire “bad declared war on him aud approved of hia execution,”

I+ should be recalled that Ibn Battuta was one of the most
important Qaziz of the Delhi empire. He was poated at the metro-
polis where he remained sbout 8 years (1334—42), What must
have been his attitade to the emperor # Did he remain altogether
unaffected and ontouched by the spirit of revolt which was in the
sir ¥ Waa he indifferont to the cause of hia fellow-Qazis, and the
fate of the *Ulama, Fugaha and the Mashatkh (Aghab-i-Din) with
whom the emperor was at war ¥ These are problems which have
been fully discussed in my thesis on the Rise and Fall of
Muhammad bin Tughlug,

Hore it may be noted that the digcovery of the Fufuh-ns-
Salatin has made sapier to understand the cause and sourca of the
charges lavelled by Ibn Battuta at the Sultan-—for instance, the
plot Sultan Muhsemmad thep known &8 Jauna Khan is said to have
formed with Abmad bin Aiyaz to murder his royal father
Ghiyas-ud-din Toghluy. The Fuiuh-us-Salatin gives practical-
ly the same tale as is found in the Rébla. Again, the story of the
inluman treatment meted out by ths Sultan to Baha-ud.din
(iushtasp as related in the Hihia 12 found with minor differences in
the Fuluh-us-Salatm. DBoth tell us that the flesh of Baha-ud-din
Grughtasp was cooked with rice and given to elephants. Both join
in telling ns stories ahout the forced exile of all the inhebitants of
Delhi and about the punishments inflicgted upon s blind man spd a
eripple for having falled to leave the city,

Isami salls Sultan Muhammad & wretch, and denounces him
as ingincere, He iells us that Muhimmad, while pretending to
mourn the loss of hia father, really rojuiced at heart. Under the
beading “‘delusion practised by Sultan Mohammed Shah bin
Tughlug on the inhabitants of India,” the Futuk-us-Salakin informs
us that op his accession, Mubammad bin Tughlug made lavish
promiges to the people io give them sound and eympathetic
sdministration, and oaptivated their hLearts by profuse lar,
Before long, his character almost numplately changed, an 5 the
Sultan became distruetful and oppressive. It was on aceount of this
that Babha-ud.din (Gushtasp, the goveruor of Sagar, mbesquently
revolted.

Isamianakes it clear that the mo-calied oppressive measures
adopted by the Bultan were mainly directed againef the ashadyi-din
(people ﬂ‘f religion), the Hindus# being exsmpted” Sush whe the



PREFACE

THE SHAHNAMA OF MEDIEVAL INDIA, namely, the
Futoh-us-Salatin ia a poerical history of India or of the Sultanas of
India for about 360 years (A. D. 1000-1349) As far as I know
thera 18 only one* authentie Ms. of the Futuh-mp-Salatin whioh
belonga to ths India Office Library, London. But for the period [
sarried on my researsch work at the Bchool of Oriental Btudies,
Liondon, thie Ms. waa not available, 1t had been icaned from the
India Offlos Library tc the University of Madras and had aot been
returnad at the time I submitted my t{ﬂsi.a {Juno 1985],

Befora leaving England, however. I was fortanate enough to
obitnin the aforesaid msnusoript. I found it ep gseful that I incot.
porated many relevant parts in my work on Mubammad bin Tughlugq
now in press. Then, L dedired to adit and transiate the Ma. . and
with this objeot I applied to the India Office. Dr. H. N. Randie,
the librarian, kindly enabled me to obtain a photegraphic oopy of
the Ms. But the photograph being not guite snccessful I fuarther
appliad for the Ma, being ioaned to the Agra College. The librarian
very kindly socceded to my request by lending the Ma. to the Agra
Coliege for my use.

Hinoe October 1986 when I resumed my duiies in India I nave
been working on this Ms. in my spare hours and holidays. I am of
opinion that the Futuh-ue-Salatin is the wveritable Shahnama of
Meodieval India. It ocontaina the versmfied history of the period
coverad by tha works of Minhaj-us.3iraj and Baranl—the Tabagat-i-
Nagiri, the Toarikh-i-Fire: Shahi ond the Fulawa- i-Jahandari. It ib
decidadly more interasting though not perhaps more useful then sll
the prose works on Indian history incloding the TarikA-i-Firishis.
Onginally the Fuiuh-we-Salatin embodied 120X} verses. But many
have since been lost, and the present Ms. containa abont 11634,

Thera are, howaver, two drawbacks in the Fuinh-uzs-Salatin.
Hirst, ita statements are not always free from exsggerstion.
Sacoudly, the author, ’Isami, does not mention his sources and
authorities. That is, perhaps, why Uol. Briggst was miasled. He
wasa in no way justified in declaTing the Fuluk-us-Salalin an un-
important book ot historical romancea.

The Fuluh-ug-Salakin was composed by 'Isami during the life-
time of the emperor Muhammad bin Tughlug and dedieated to

*Mr. A.S. U'sha of the Madras University who haz recently pub-
lished hia ‘Isamsinama—an appreciation of the Fufuh ns-Salatin—draws
attention to the existence of another copy of the Furﬁh-utr.i::!atm in th e
private fibrary of Maulvi Muhammad Ghaus of Hyderabad. (Tsammana ;
preface, Madras 1937}

tBriggs, J. History of the Rise of the Mahomedan Power I, 404,
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